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JAFOWL stands for Joint Armed Forces of Washington Luncheon, an annual event
designed to promote and celebrate the unity of all military spouses.
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It originated in 1977, when the then-named Naval
Officers' Wives Club contacted American humorist, Art
Buchwald, and asked him to speak at one of the Club's
luncheons. Answering the telephone himself, Mr.
Buchwald declined, saying that he had already received
too many separate requests from military wives' clubs
and couldn't possibly accommodate all of them.
However, when asked if he would be willing to speak if all
five service branch spouses' clubs sponsored a joint
luncheon, Mr. Buchwald stated that he'd be happy to
accept the invitation.

Joint Armed Forces |
Officers’ Wives’ \ ?-‘

o Luncheon

This prompted the Naval Officers' Wives Club to contact the
presidents of the other military officers' wives' clubs in the
area with this idea and the Joint Armed Forces Officers'
Wives' Luncheon (JAFOWL) became an elegant annual
affair attended by influential political leaders such as
former First Lady Michelle Obama as well as well-known
celebrities alike. In 2015, the JAFOWL acronym was updated
to reflect the decades of change and increased diversity
within the military officers' spouses' community which is
why it is now proudly known as the Joint Armed Forces of

Washington Luncheon.
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JAFOWL is open to all 2023-2024 members of ASFSC, ASCGWA, CGSCDC,
MOSCDC & NOSCDC. Watch for further details and registration

information from your military spouse club.



