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CONNECTIONS
MARINE OFFICERS' SPOUSES' CLUB OF WASHINGTON, D.C.

MEET OUR MOSCDC
BOARD MEMBERS

GIVING THANKS
BY GIVING BACK

GINGERBREAD
CAKE

Over the next few issues we will be
highlighting the movers and shakers that
make MOSCDC shine! Come meet the team!

Tis' the season! We've sought out a handful of
great ways to give back while living near the
nation's capital.

This cake is a showstopper for sure but the
flavors are even more stellar! Happy Baking to
all and to all a good night!
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A NOTE FROM OUR
PRESIDENT
Christina will make you smile and cry all at the
same time in this heartfelt, joyfilled message.
Happiest of holidays MOSCDC!

6
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
While we would love to clink glasses and
overindulge in birthday cake with each of you.
We know our members have full calendars! This
is our way to wish those celebrating another
trip around the sun a Happy Birthday!

8
GIVING THANKS BY GIVING
BACK
All our hearts could use an extra dose of cheer
these days especially those in need. As we
head into a season of feasting and celebrating
lets take a moment to give back to the
community

around

us.

In

this

issue's

Community Corner we share some excellent
local spots to flex your giving spirit.

10
EVENTS
We've been to the drawing board again and
again, working to provide events that can bring
us together and keep us safe. This year will
have a silver lining and we are here to paint it!

2 | HOLIDAY 2021

Did you know our newsletter is hyperlinked?
Information on business listings, social media
groups and more are just a click away!

president's note

When

it comes to the holidays, many words

Truth-time: Have I underestimated the cooking time of a

come to mind: cheer, kindness, love, sparkle, promise,

turkey only to cause mass kitchen panic and less-than-

joy, and family. What is the ugly little word that no one

done side dishes? Fallen down the stairs in a fabulous new

wants to mention but everybody dreads? Stress. There’s

pair of shoes? Left all the car doors open in a rush to get

an anonymous quote attributed to Santa himself which

into Target on Christmas Eve? Distracted a family member

says, “I wish I could’ve been a kid at Christmastime just

while I chucked his less-than-appetizing appetizer? Burnt

once so I could let someone else do the work for a

pie and served it anyway because with all the time I spent

change.” Like the way I felt when I discovered that

on it, you’re sure as heck going to eat it? 100%. Did any of

chestnuts roasted by an open fire pretty much taste

those admissions just make you smile? Then it was as

awful, eventually we all grow up and realize just how

worth it to share with you as it is to spend moments of

much work our parents put into making it a special

your life that you’ll never get back watching the same-and-

holiday for us. Thankfully, we have something in our

yet-different Hallmark movies repeatedly. The joy we find

corner that they probably didn’t: our can-do community

in sharing with each other (and watching Candace

of spouses.

Cameron-Bure fall in love) makes it all worth it.

Since the day they started making Marines, we as

So, as the stress of the season looms, I’m grateful that I

spouses have come equipped with an “adapt and

can take comfort and laughter in our fabulously fun

overcome” attitude and solutions that seemingly come

community and make even more memories that keep our

out of nowhere complete with an energy that would

hearts warm and spirits joyful. Whether you join us to

make the Energizer Bunny feel insecure (ability to

decorate or tour the Home of the Commandants, support

tolerate whining sold separately). Despite these traits, the

Toys for Tots Foundation aboard Marine Barracks

holidays can still be tough, especially when your favorite

Washington, or send a sparkly bauble to another member

Marine is far from home. Thankfully, we also come with

during our Tree-mendous Virtual Ornament Exchange,

an inexplicable ability to stretch just a bit further to wrap

MOSCDC is proud to support the marvelous, generous,

our arms around someone in need of support and find

unsinkable you in the spirit of this season. From my family

the humor in moments that sure don’t seem funny at the

yours, I wish you a delicious Thanksgiving, Merry

time. There’s an openness about our community and an

Everything, and a Happy New Year!

understanding that we’re all in the same sleigh that
makes it a little easier to be real and trade our lessflattering holiday moments without fear of judgement.
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In the next few issues we are excited to
highlight our amazing board members that
make MOSCDC shine. Come meet the team!
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TO OUR BOARD MEMBERS
1) Where are you originally from / where’s “home”?
I’m originally from Neptune, New Jersey.

2) Where is your spouse stationed and how long have you been in the DMV area?
My husband works at the Pentagon and we have been stationed here for two years. However, this is our third time living in
DMV/NOVA area.

3) How long have you been with MOSCDC?
I have been with MOSCDC for a little over a year.

4) What are your top 3 qualities / strengths?
My top three qualities include my ability to share compassion with others, to listen when needed, and to act when required.

RESERVATIONS CHAIR
Jane Montedoro

5) What work or volunteer experience, skills, and/or passions led you to joining the MOSCDC board this year?
I enjoy the camaraderie shared amongst military spouses and I thought it would be a great experience to become more
involved with the MOSCDC.

6) When you’re not at MOSCDC, we’d find you…?
When I’m not with MOSCDC you’ll find me volunteering at my kids’ school, spending quality time with my family, baking
something delicious, working on my Rodan + Field’s business from home, and exploring what the state of Virginia has to
offer. With this being our third time back in the area we took up looking for Love Signs throughout Virginia. We’re currently
on Love Sign #63 and counting!

1) Where are you originally from / where’s “home”?
I was born & raised in the Dallas/Fort Worth (DFW) metroplex in TX, but "home" is currently Chantilly, VA.

2) Where is your spouse stationed and how long have you been in the DMV area?
My husband is stationed at the Pentagon, and we've been back in the DMV area for a year (We met in DC 12 years ago and he
is originally from Reston, VA so this is home for him).

3) How long have you been with MOSCDC?
I'm new to MOSC this year...have been a member for less than a month as of June 2021, but excited to join and contribute!

4) What are your top 3 qualities / strengths?
According to the internationally recognized Gallup assessment, my Top 3 Clifton Strengths are Harmony, Responsibility,
Relator. I try to lead and work in a collaborative manner, I always do what I say I'm going to do, and I invest in relationships.
I am usually quite persuasive and have the unique ability to see both sides of an argument while negotiating conflicts.

5) What work or volunteer experience, skills, and/or passions led you to joining the MOSCDC board this year?

WEB ADMIN
Alicia Bowman

I am a certified project manager (PMP) and have been an HR leader for 15 years. I'm known for planning and organizing
large-scale project and events and I've developed solid tech skills over the course of my career. I’m committed to military
spouse mentorship and serving military spouse communities. I also tend to volunteer in organizations that are dedicated to
women issues and/or serving homeless populations.

6) When you’re not at MOSCDC, we’d find you…?
Spending QT with my hubby and 6-year-old daughter, lounging about my house while listening to a podcast, reading a good
book, drinking a nice glass of wine and traveling to sunny, tropical locales.
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DOWNLOAD YOUR MOSCDC APP

You'll love how easy
it is to stay connected!
View upcoming events and register for them on the go
Access member info and make connections more easily
View details of events you've registered for
And much more!

Download the free "Wild Apricot for Members" app
and simply log in with your MOSCDC info
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WISHING
OUR MEMBERS A
VERY HAPPY

BIRTHDAY
NOVEMBER
Karen Broadmeadow Kathleen Cassidy Joey Conley Vanessa Coook Joan Dalto
Chrysta Dickens Nancy Fairfield LaTonya Glencamp Julie Good Lia Kennedy Sarah Massey
Kim McDonough Teri McMahon Leann Page Andrea Ratcliffe Milinda Rau
Candance Stewart Tina Struzik Kamey Tippett Milyn Ward Ashely Welborn Cynthia Youssef

DECEMBER
Alishia Adams Isis Arenas Shari Carroll Joan Chiarotti Jessica Del Pizzo
Rachel Eisenstatt Bilen Gherezghiher Gerald Haddock Karen Hancock
Paula Hernandez Bonnie Kustra Carol Phillips Nicole Russle Nick Slavik
Teresa Todd Kathleen Tomich Christina Upton Amy Webb
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A MESSAGE from OUR CHAPLAIN

Ready?

Teresa Todd• MOSCDC Chaplain
Set. Go. Once again we have a lovely

Our calling to be spiritually ready may seem overwhelming but

word that can have many meanings within a context. Ready as

as we strive, we are not alone. In His Word, God is present with

in being prepared. Ready as a verb in ‘to ready your self -

His wisdom and His Spirit. He is there in the midst of His

almost steel yourself for the challenge ahead and if you are a

people. His meaning, values, and purpose for our lives, shaped

seven year old reading the word it may be interpreted as

by the wisdom of His Word, shapes our decision making and

‘reedy’ aka I love to read!

guides our lives. We know He’s with us. And finally, empowered
by Christ’s sacrifice, we can live sacrificial lives for others and

At this time of year amid the normal social pleasantries we are

for the good of our world. We are empowered by Him.’

confronted with the seasonal question ‘Are you ready for
Christmas?’ To me it comes as a mindset…. Either I’m always

When our hearts and minds are readily empowered by the

ready or I’m never ready. Do you have a ready answer? Does it

reading of God’s word, focusing on the clear messages of

change daily? Are you adding and subtracting from your list to

promised and continued presence in our lives, we can be

be perfectly ready? How do you know when you are indeed

assured that we are always ready.

‘ready’? We ready ourselves for Jesus coming..always or never?
Some continued reading: Ezekiel 38:7 2 Corinthians 1:17b-22
My husband, Chaplain Todd‘s message at the National

Ephesians 6:10-20

Cathedral Marine Corps Service is titled ‘Ready for action.’ You

Deuteronomy 32:46-47 Matthew 1:21-25

can see the beautiful service and setting here
The reading from the Gospel of Luke 12:34-40 shaped some of
his shared words:
‘God’s call to be ready means He is calling us to a life defined by
purpose….For those who are striving to be awake, to be ready,
they are not alone in their efforts. The Master joins them, more
than that, He serves them. He feeds them. This is an
encouragement for us…..

‘God grant measured moments in your life as you
prepare for this glorious time of year. May each
word you hear, each song you sing, each decoration
you observe remind you of the blessed Savior that
comes to you, whether you are ready or not.
+Soli Deo Gloria+‘

C O M M U N I T Y

C O R N E R

GIVING BACK EDITION

G I V I N G
B Y

T H A N K S

G I V I N G

B A C K

"Life's persistent and most urgent question is, 'What are you
doing for others?'"
-MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
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C O M M U N I T Y

C O R N E R

GIVING BACK EDITION

G I V I N G
T H E
W E

B A C K

T O

C O M M U N I T Y
C A L L

H O M E

As we look for hope and healing in the
year come, many of us are pausing to see
that we still have so much to be thankful
for. Out of that joy we have rounded up
some incredible organizations here in DC
that need help NOW.
What a wonderful way to dust off our
scrapes and scuffles from this past year
and offer hope and healing through our
own hands in this place we currently call
home.

S O U P

S O

O T H E R S

M I G H T

E A T

For over 50 years S.O.M.E (So Others Might
Eat) has been pouring their heart out to the
DC's homeless community and those in
poverty. Through this group you can help
volunteer, donate goods, they even have an
Amazon wish list! Their track record is long
and you'll be sure your help is truly making
a difference!

S.O.M.E Volunteers
Amazon Wish List

and food banks can be
K I T C H E N S
found all over the DC area. As the cooler
temps begin to decend upon our city,
warm meals can be a wonderful way to
let those in need know we care.

Bread for the City
Miriam's Kitchen
Martha's Table
Thrive DC

M O R E

to give back! These groups and
W A Y S
organizations help in a multitude of
ways. From gathering supplies for foster
care children to converting donated
items into funds for families in need.
Giving has never been easier!

Green Drop
Partners for Kids in Care
Northstar Tutoring
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MARINE OFFICERS' SPOUSES' CLUB OF WASHINGTON, D.C. PRESENTS

THE

Holiday Tour
OF
THE

HOME

OF
THE

COMMANDANTS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021
10AM-12PM & 2PM-4PM
MARINE BARRACKS WASHINGTON
It's nearly time for one of our favorite MOSCDC
traditions: The Holiday Tour of the Home of the
Commandants! This exclusive opportunity to visit and
learn more about this historic residence is open to
Members and One Guest (age 12+).

REGISTRATION OPENS ON
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH AT 11 AM
moscdc.org/events
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Products and services advertised are not officially sponsored by or connected the USMC

Shop Small, Shop Local

moscdc.org/business-directory

11 | HOLIDAY 2021

JANE MONTEDORO
RODAN + FIELDS
Jane Montedoro, Independent Consultant
I love being able to provide people with premium skincare! Rodan + Fields products can help you to
achieve healthier, younger looking skin. I am happy to help you select the right products from our
line of core regimens, eye creams and masks. Feel free to contact me to help you identify the best
solution that will work for your everyday needs!
Location: Anywhere
https://jmontedoro.myrandf.com

Contact Preference: Email
jane.montedoro@gmail.com

(732) 337-7630

KAREN HANCOCK
CUSTOM FLEECE BLANKETS
Karen Hancock
Hand made fleece tie knot blankets for all occasions.
Location: Delivery / pick up within 15 miles of
Fairfax. Will ship outside, fees will apply.

Contact Preference: Email
(with Subject: Blankets)

hancockk@me.com (757) 354-6642

NOMADES MILITARY JEWELRY AND MORE

NOMADES MILITARY
JEWELRY AND MORE
Beth Cothron, Independent Consultant
Nomades makes sterling silver charms and pendants of military duty stations, insignias and life
events. They are a unique and personal way to “Tell Your Story.” Nomades is owned by USMC
spouses! Order online or contact me for monthly specials and fundraisers!
Location: Anywhere

Contact Preference: Email

nomadescollection.com/bethcothron

Bethcothron@aol.com (443) 975-9391

SCOUT & CELLAR CLEAN-CRAFTED WINE
SCOUT & CELLAR CLEANCRAFTED WINE
Keri Landry

Benefits of using a Wine Consultant: FREE Holiday concierge
ordering services, Gift Sets with shipping included starting as
low as $49! FREE wine tastings, Fundraising options, Al a cart
orders anytime. Contact me TODAY!

Scout & Cellar is a retail company that sells Clean-Crafted Wines online and via Consultants like
myself. All of our grapes are grown naturally without the use of synthetic pesticides, and bottled
consciously without added sugars or non-organic chemicals to modify texture, flavor, color or aroma.
We partner with growers from some of the best vineyards, and some that are still being discovered,
from all over world! Host a FREE wine tasting and I will donate 10% of sales to MOSCDC!
Location: Anywhere Contact Preference: Email, Phone
klandrywine@gmail.com. (636) 385-0526

See all business listings at: moscdc.org/business-directory
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THE
gingerbread cake
If there was ever a cake to claim
the tilte "most epic" my family
would unanimously delare this
the one. As soon as the leaves
start dropping and the days
grow shorter, requests for "the
gingerbread cake" pop up
before every holiday
celebration.

~ko
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GINGERBREAD
CAKE

Prep

Time

Serves

Level

15 Mins

12+

30 to 40 Mins

Medium

Ingredients
Beer

2 cups

Molasses

2 cups

Baking Soda

1 tsp

Flour

4

Baking Powder

3 tsp

Ginger

4 TBS

Cinnamon

1 TBS

Cloves

1/2 tsp

Nutmeg

1/2 tsp

Cardamom

1/4 tsp

Eggs

6

Dark Brown Sugar

1 1/2 cups

White Sugar

1 1/2 cups

Vegetable Oil

1 1/2 cups

Directions
STEP 1
Preheat oven to 350°F. Butter and flour 3,
8-inch round pans, knocking out excess.
Line the bottoms with parchment paper.

STEP 2
Bring the beer and molasses to a boil in a
large pot (take care here, it can boil up and
bubble over quickly) and remove from
heat. Whisk in baking soda, then cool to
room temperature.

STEP 3
Sift together flour, baking powder, and
spices in a large bowl and set aside. In
your Kitchen Aid, mix together eggs and
sugars. Add in oil, then molasses mixture
and combine. Add the flour mixture and
whisk. The batter will be very runny

STEP 4
Pour batter evenly into the pans, till each is
filled halfway. Bake for 30-40 minutes.
Becareful not to over bake-no one likes dry
gingerbread cake! Cool cake in pan sitting
on a rack for 5 minutes. Turn out onto rack
and cool completely.

STEP 5
Wrap in plastic wrap and store at room
temp until ready to use. This cake gets
better with time. If you can, make it a day
ahead of when you plan to serve it.
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07

Prep

Time

5 Mins

15 Mins

CREAM CHEESE
FROSTING

Ingredients
Cream Cheese

4 bars

Flour

1/2 cup

White Sugar

2 cups

Salt

1/2 tsp

Whole Milk

2 cups

Vanilla

1 TBS

STEP 1
Using your Kitchen Aid, beat the cream
cheese on high speed for several minutes,
until it’s smooth. Scoop it into a separate
bowl and set it aside.

STEP 2
Whisk the flour, sugar, and salt together in
a large saucepan. Turn the heat to medium
and add the milk, whisking constantly.
Continue to whisk as the mixture comes to
a simmer it will be begin to thicken up
quickly. Once it becomes a paste
consistency remove from heat.

STEP 3
Scrape the flour and milk paste into the
Kitchen Aid and whip for 10 minutes, until
cool.

STEP 4
Slowly add the cream cheese and vanilla
and continue to whip until the mixture is
smooth and silky. Let the icing firm up in
the refrigerator before using.

When assembling the cake, spread the icing about a half inch
away from the sides of the cake for each layer. The weight of the
cakes stacked on top of each other will bring the icing to the
edge nicely for you. If you spread the icing to the edge of each
layer you run the risk of it spilling over. If this happens, it's okay!
Finsh layering the cakes and then use a spatala to spread the
dripping icing lightly around the cake giving it a pretty naked
cake look. All will be well! Garnish the cake with sugared
cranberries and rosemary.
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Enjoy

SHOP THE MOSCDC

MERCH STORE
moscdc.org/merch

CHECK OUT
THE

NEW
ARRIVAL
PRE-ORDER TODAY!

AVAILABLE FOR PRE-ORDER
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Set up a book club, plan monthly outdoor happy hours, or
form up a running group while staying safe and healthy.
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www.moscdc.org/subclubs

FIND US ON OUR NEW PUBLIC FACEBOOK PAGE
Search @moscdc on Facebook or in
Messenger to see what's new!
Or simply click here!

We want you.. .
The MOSCDC Newsletter Team is looking for content
contributors! A favorite holiday recipe? What about your
secret spot in NOVA? Or maybe you would like to share what
being a MOSCDC member means to you?
Email Ko Sumption for consideration!
newsletter@moscdc.org
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DIY - Project

THANKFUL
GARLAND
PARTY

JOY BEARER
What better way to usher in this
season than a DIY gathering with
your military besties? This little
project packs a big punch and the
color combonations are endless.
Inspired by a pricy Anthro felt
garland, you'll add richness and
texture to your holiday decor
while reminding those you love
where their joy lies.
Pair the felt ties with the
printable "thankful tags" on the
next page and a tradition is born.
Every year I pull out our tags from
years past and smile at how my
childresn hearts have grown from
being thankful for blueberries and
chocolate milk to thankfulness for
living in a free country and a safe
place to rest their heads.

GATHE

DIY - Project

SUPPLIES
Thread
Needle
2"x1" strips of felt, knotted in the middle
Small Clothespins
Thankful Tags

INSTRUCTIONS
Measure out a long length of thread and use the
needle to string the felt ties onto it. Every so often
sring a clothespin onto the garland through the
small metal spring on the clothespin. Once the
desired lengh of garland is filled, knot off. Using the
clothespins, attach the thankful cards throughout
the season.

Photos by Maria Johns
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Thankful tags just for you!
Feel free to save and print these tags for your
own thankful garland! Simply right click, save
image and print 9 copies per page!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
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MARINE OFFICERS' SPOUSES' CLUB OF WASHINGTON, D.C. PRESENTS

TOUR OF
PRESIDENT
LINCOLN'S
COTTAGE

HIS CIVIL WAR-ERA ESCAPE
FROM 1862-1864
Tuesday, January 11, 2022 | 11 am
Soldier's Home | Washington, D.C.
$30 Per Person | Members Only
Features include a private onehour tour with special access to
Mary Todd Lincoln's room and
chat with Senior Cottage Staff

REGISTRATION WILL OPEN TO MEMBERS ONLY
ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021
M O S C D C . O R G / E V E N T S
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MOSCDC PRESENTS:

on

YOU'RE
INVITED

Streets

IN SUPPORT OF TOYS FOR TOTS FOUNDATION

Sunday, December 5, 2021 | 2 pm-5 pm
CRAWFORD HALL
$25 PER MEMBER

|
|

MARINE BARRACKS WASHINGTON
$15 PER FAMILY MEMBER 6 AND UP

FREE TO KIDS 5 AND UNDER

We ask that each guest to bring a new, unwrapped gift to donate.
Come enjoy...

Live Holiday Entertainment
Photos with Chesty XV
Delicious Sips & Treats
Activities for Kids & Teens
Family Photos.... and Much More!

Kindly RSVP by 12 pm on November 26 at MOSCDC.org/events

marine officers' spouses' club of washington, d.c.

Tree-mendous
Virtual Ornament Exchange
november 29 - december 17, 2021

click here by november 29
to join the festive fun!
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october

highlights
moscdc events
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Washington, D.C.

2021-2022

MOSCDC Board MEMBERS
Honorary President D O N N A B E R G E R
Honorary Vice President /Advisor T R I S H
PRESIDENT
Christina Glisson
VICE PRESIDENT
Hilary Kinitz
TREASURER
Yoly Cuccio
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
Kaprece James
RECORDING SECRETARY
Tammy Wilson
CHAPLAIN
Teresa Todd

SMITH

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Juliette Ramberg de Ruyter
PROGRAMS CO-CHAIR
Rachel Eisenstatt
PROGRAMS CO-CHAIR
Lori Meade
HISTORIAN
Courtney Evers
HOSPITALITY CHAIR
Kamey Tippett
JAFOWL REPRESENTATIVE
Sonja Henderson

CONNECT with MOSCDC

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
Vacant
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Ko Sumption
RESERVATIONS CHAIR
Jane Montedoro
WEB ADMINISTRATOR
Alicia Bowman
MARKETING CHAIR
Loralee Alcantara
SOCIAL MEDIA CHAIR
Mari Gregory
WAYS & MEANS CHAIR
Vacant

Due to COVID19, board meetings will be held virtually at 10:30a.m. on the 3rd Wednesday of each month and
are open to any member who wishes to attend. Once restrictions are lifted, face to face meetings will be
reinstated. If interested in receiving the monthly meeting minutes, please contact the Recording Secretary at
MOSCDC for a copy: recordingsecretary@moscdc.org
WWW.MOSCDC.ORG

INFO@MOSCDC.ORG

FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/MOSCDC

@MOSC_DC

Connect with MOSCDC friends on our MEMBERS ONLY Facebook group (open to any officer spouse JuneSeptember) and join discussions, make carpool plans, share pictures, and get advice about the DC area.
We are “recognized as a non-profit organization and tax exempt under section 501(c)(7) of the Internal Revenue Code, but are not an
organization described in section 170(c) of the code, therefore members may not deduct contributions made to us.” Reference herein to
any specific commercial products, process or service by trademark, manufacturer or otherwise does not constitute or imply its
endorsement, recommendation or favoring by the United States Marine Corps. Views and opinions expressed herein do not necessarily
state or reflect those of the United States Marine Corps, and shall not be used for advertising or product endorsement purposes.
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